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IMPUNITY AND BRUTALITY: YOUTH ACTIVIVTS SUE POLICE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS

Youth activists during and after their meeting with lawyers to discuss human rights violations in
Uganda and efforts to stop the impunity of police. The youth asked the lawyers to help them sue

the police officers involved in human rights violations.




Editorial

Dear reader, welcome
to AFIEGO’'s June 2024
newsletter.

In the month of June 2024,
AFIEGO and its partners
commenced efforts to
documentthe victims of police
harassment, intfimidation,
arrests, detentions, and
other threats to human rights
defenders and activists.

The primary goal of this
documentation is to identify
those who violate humanrights
and then use that information
to support the citizens whose
rights have been violated
to take action against those
who abuse their rights so as
to get redress through legal
processes.

OnJune 18,2024, adraftreport
on human rights violations was
presented and discussed by
over 30 participants, including
youth activists, leaders from
oil-host communities, lawyers,
civil  society leaders, and
others.

The participants noted that
since 2021, over 192 human
rights defenders and activists
have been directly harassed,
infimidated, arrested,
and detained illegally.
Unfortunately, to date, these
victims have not received
justice and those involved in

rights violations have never
been punished.

The draft report also indicated
that the majority of the victims
are Ugandans who have risked
theirlives to oppose dangerous
oil activities, including the
proposed oil refinery, the East
African Crude QOil Pipeline
(EACOP), the Tienga oll
project, and other related
projects.

Further, the meeting noted that
between May and June 2024,
over 58 human rights activists
have arrested and detained
illegally by the police.

The most recent incident
occurred on June 26, 2024,
when 30 EACOP activists
participating in a peaceful
demonstration were arrested.

The activists, includinguniversity
sfudents and  community
members, soughtto petitionthe
Chinese ambassador to halt
funding for the EACOP project,
citing grave environmental
and social concerns.

The meeting concluded with
a consensus that the victims of
police brutality must urgently
file cases in court against the
identified police officers and
government for human rights
violations.


https://nilepost.co.ug/top-stories/205227/police-arrest-30-youth-over-protests-against-eacop-at-chinese-embassy

This legal action aims to hold
the perpetrators of human
rights violations accountable
and ensure that the victims
get justice.

In our Word from CEO, we
highlight the three (3) cases
fled by the youth activists
against the police officers
and government for violating
their rights including the rights
to demonstrate, assemble,
associate and others.

The cases were filed as part
of efforts to restore citizens’
dignity and stop the shrinking
civic space in Uganda so that
Ugandans who suffer injustice
get redress.

The cases will ensure that
those who violate the rights
of Ugandans are held
accountable for their actions.

Through this newsletter, we
call upon all Ugandans and
others who value andrespect
human and environmental
rights to join the struggle to
stop attacks on civil society
and human rights defenders
in general.

In addition, we bring you our
pictorial section summarising
the activities implemented by
AFIEGO and our partners in June.

These activities include meetings
between the lawyers and the
victims of human rights violations,
engagements with the EACOP-
affected communities, a radio
talk show on Uganda’s Energy
Transition (ET) plan, filing of three
(3) cases against police officers,
a meeting between lawyers and
oil host communities in Buliisa
district, and others.

In our lobbying section, we share
some of the lobby and advocacy
products that we disseminated in
June.

Finally, in the media section, we
bring four (4) of the newspaper
articles written by our staff and
partners that were published in
the leading newspapers.

We hope you enjoy the
newsletter.

Editorial team:
Rachael Amongin
Balach Bakundane




e
Word from CEO and Partners

VICTIMS OF POLICE BRUTALITY MUST GET JUSTICE

Between June 18 and 27,
2024, a group of nine (?) youth
human rights defenders and
activists who are victims of
police brutality filed three (3)
lawsuits against the Attorney
General and ten (10) police
officers involved in human
rights violations.

The police officers were sued in
theirindividual capacities while
the Attorney General was sued
on behalf of the government.

The victims of police brutality
are seeking for court
declarations, orders and other
reliefs including:

* Thatthe police stop harassing,
infimidating, arresting and
detaining people  during
peaceful demonstrations.

e That police stop detaining
suspectsin police cells formore
than 48 hours.

e That the government and
police should compensate
those who suffer human rights
violations.

e That police and the
government must  respect
and uphold the citizens’ rights
to freedom of movement, to
protest, to assemble, associate
and other rights.

WAY FORWARD

The plaintiffs and their lawyers
have agreed to do the following
to ensure that the above cases are
heard and determined quickly:

e Peftition the Chief Justice, the
Deputy Chief Justice and the
Principal Judge to ensure that the
fled cases are fast-tracked in line
with Arficle 126 of the Constitution.

*The lawyers will continue
mobilising the Uganda Law
Society and the East African Law
Society to provide further legal
support to the plaintiffs.

e The Uganda Human Rights
Commission and government
agencies responsible for human
rights will be petitioned to ensure
that the plaintiffs are not victims
by the police officers who have
been sued.

* The plaintiffs formed a taskforce
to coordinate their struggles for
human and environmental rights
and access to justice for redress.

* Another case will be filed at the
constitutional court to challenge
the penal code provisions of
common nuisance and others
which are being used to violate
the constitution.

By CEO


https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/business/commodities/ugandans-shun-electricity-for-solar-power-3425422

YOUTH UNDER STOPEACOP DEMONSTRATING IN DEMAND FOR A HALT OF OIL ACTIVITIES

A peaceful demonstration in Kampala where
the youth were demanding for TotalEnergies
to stop risky oil projects including the EACOP.

The youth want the company to stop oil
activities due to their negative impacts
on people, environment and others.

AFIEGO HOLDS A MEETING WITH SOME TILENGA OIL-AFFECTED PERSONS AND THEIR OBSERVERS
TO DISCUSS THE EFFECTS OIL ACTIVITIES TO THE COMMUNITIES

AFIEGO held a meeting with the Tilenga oil-
affected people and observers in Buliisa district
to discuss the suffering of people in the area
due to the actions of TotalEnergies and its sub-
contractors.

The affected people have lost their land,
experienced floods from the Central Processing
Facility (CPF) operated by TotalEnergies and
attacks from elephants driven out of the park
by oil activities among others.

AFIEGO EMPOWERS CSO LEADERS ON HOW TO SAFELY OPERATE IN A SHRINKING CIVIC SPACE

On June 5, 2024, AFIEGO trained CSOs on
how to operate in a hostile environment like
Uganda.

The training equipped CSO leaders with
strategies to deal with the threats of
harassment, intimidation, arrests, detentions
and others.

AFIEGO LAWYERS MEETING TILENGA OIL-AFFECTED PEOPLE IN BULIISA DISTRICT

On June 7, 2024, AFIEGO’s external lawyers
met some of the Tilenga oil PAPs to complete
documents and collect evidence for cases
at the Hoima high court and Court of Appeal
plus one reference filed at the East African
Court of Justice (EACJ) at Arusha in Tanzania.




In June 2024, AFIEGO disseminated the lobbying and advocacy materials below.




In the media

In June 2024, AFIEGO staff, research associates and youth champions wrote newspaper articles
that were published in the leading newspapers. Some of the published articles are captured
below.




Upcoming events

July 5, 2024; Kampala: Petitioning the president to stop deployment of a second oil rig in Murchison
Falls National Park (MFNP)

July 8, 2024; Hoima: Hearing of the oil refinery case that is challenging unfair compensation practices
by government

July 9-11, 2024; Greater Masaka: Interviews with local communities and other stakeholders on the
tourism potential of Greater Masaka

July 11, 2024; Kampala: Dissemination of research report on the impacts of the Tilenga oil project
activities on Murchison Falls National Park

July 12,2024; Bunyoro and Greater Masaka: Radio talkshows to strengthen communities’ understanding
of the compliance requirements under the EACOP and related oil projects’ ESIA reports

July 18-19, 2024; Hoima and Greater Masaka: Community meetings to collect views on the draft Land
Acquisition, Resettlement and Rehabilitation

July 28, 2024 Kampala: Distribution of brochures on the implications of the European Union’s Critical
Raw Materials Act to women and youth groups

About Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO)

AFIEGO is a non-profit company limited by guarantee that was incorporated under Uganda'’s
Companies Act. AFIEGO undertakes public policy research and advocacy to influence energy
policies to benefit the poor and vulnerable. Based in Kampala-Uganda, the non-profit company
was born out of the need to contribute to efforts to turn Africa’s clean energy potential into reality
and to ensure that the common man and woman benefits from this energy boom. Through
lobbying, research and community education, AFIEGO works with communities and leaders to
ensure that clean energy resources are utilised in a way that promotes equitable development,
environmental conservation and respect for human rights.

Our Vision
A society that equitably uses clean energy resources for socio-economic development

Our Mission
To promote energy policies that benefit poor and vulnerable communities




