
A grisly image of a decapitated chimpanzee 
was shared via various Ugandan WhatsApp 
groups on October 25, 2022.

The people who shared the images indicated 
that some households in Kagadi district in 
Western Uganda had killed and eaten the 
chimpanzee.
 
Previously, in May 2022, some community 
members in Kikuube district had killed and 
eaten another chimpanzee.

The species, which is classified as endangered 
by the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN), is faced with a number of 
threats. 

Other than poaching, the species faces threats 
such as habitat loss, fragmentation of habitats, 
declining number of fruit trees and others. 
Chimpanzees mainly live in tropical rainforests; 
they may also live in woodlands and grasslands.

Uganda has the highest density of common 
chimpanzees in Africa and the second highest 
number in East Africa. Unfortunately, the 
chimpanzee population is declining with a 
recent survey showing that the species had 
declined to 3,500 from over 5,000 in 2003.

Chimpanzees, which are largely found in the 
Albertine Graben in Western Uganda, are 
under immense pressure. Industrial as well as 
oil and gas exploitation activities have put the 
species at increased risk.

The East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP), 
a 1,443-km pipeline that is to be built from oil 
fields in Western Uganda to the port of Tanga in 
Tanzania, in particular has further endangered 
the species.
How so?
EACOP & CHIMPS

In 2003, researchers led by Andrew 
Plumptre published a report titled, Status 
of chimpanzees in Uganda. The report 
showed that after Kibale National Park, 
Budongo and Bugoma forests had the 
second and third highest population of 
chimpanzees standing at 584 and 570 
respectively. 

In May 2022 however, the media reported 
that the population of chimpanzees 
in Bugoma forest had declined to 390! 
Habitat loss arising from sugarcane 
growing, illegal logging, charcoal 
burning and others were reported to 
have caused the population decline.

Amidst the above, in their January 
2019 Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessment (ESIA) report for the EACOP 
project, the project developers that 
include TotalEnergies, China National 
Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) and 
the Ugandan government, indicated 
that they may construct their pipeline 
between Bugoma and Wambabya 
forests. 
Experts from the Netherlands Commission 
for Environmental Assessment (NCEA) 
who reviewed the ESIA at the invitation 
of Uganda’s National Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA) 
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https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/15937/102329417
https://uganda.wcs.org/wildlife/chimpanzee.aspx
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/chimpanzee-population-in-uganda-declines-by-30-per-cent-uwa-3879904
https://programs.wcs.org/portals/49/media/file/AR_Tech_Rpt_2_Uganda_Chimps.PDF
https://responsibletourismcompany.com/chimpanzee-population-declining-in-bugoma-as-forest-is-destroyed/%23:~:text%3DIn%2520an%2520interview%2520with%2520Kazi%2Chas%2520now%2520reduced%2520to%2520390.
https://www.eia.nl/docs/os/i72/i7228/7228_advisory_report_eacop_uganda_27_june_2019.pdf
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indicated that construction of the EACOP 
between the forests could affect the 
migratory patterns of chimpanzees, 
thereby potentially affecting the 
population viability of the apes.

The mitigation measures that the EACOP 
project developers proposed to protect 
the chimps were found to be inadequate.

Yet it is not only the chimps that are under 
threat because of the EACOP project.

Below is a table with information on only 
three forest landscapes that are to be 
impacted by the EACOP project; more 
forest landscapes in Uganda and Tanzania 
are impacted but they are not discussed in 
this article. 

The biodiversity therein and economic 
value of these landscapes is also shown.
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CONCLUSION
Because the environmental 
and biodiversity footprint of the 
EACOP project will undermine 
biodiversity conservation and 
East African citizens’ capacity 
to enjoy their livelihood and 
other rights, four East African 
civil society organisations 
including Centre for Food 
and Adequate Living Rights 
(CEFROHT)-Uganda, Africa 
Institute for Energy Governance 
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(AFIEGO)-Uganda, Natural Justice-
Kenya and Centre for Strategic Litigation-
Tanzania filed a court case seeking both 
temporary and permanent injunctions 
against the EACOP project.

Other reasons showing why the court 
case was filed can be read in this 
factsheet.

The case is set to be heard in Kampala 
on November 11, 2022.

https://www.climatelinks.org/resources/economic-valuation-sango-bay-minziro-ecosystem
https://www.afiego.org/download/factsheeet-eacop-case-at-the-east-african-court-of-justice-february-2022/%3Fwpdmdl%3D2718%26refresh%3D636914d1d82121667830993

