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This request is premised on citizens’ right to receive information in the hands of the state as 

provided for under Article 41 of the 1995 Uganda Constitution. The request is also based on 

several commitments made by the Ministry of Lands to the SBFC following various 

engagements between the two parties. 

 

HISTORY OF ENGAGEMENT  

As you may recall, the SBFC has severally engaged the Ministry of Lands and other key 

stakeholders including the President of Uganda, the Speaker of Parliament, the European Union 

Delegation in Uganda as well as other development partners and stakeholders for re-opening of 

the Bugoma forest boundaries.  

 

On February 3, 2021, the SBFC participated in a meeting in Kampala with Ministry of Lands 

officials including Mr. E.W Ogara, the Commissioner for Surveys and Mapping, Mr. Henry Opio 

Ogenyi, an Assistant Commissioner, and Mr. John Vianney Lutaaya, the lead surveyor for the 

Bugoma forest boundary opening exercise. 

 

During the meeting in which the SBFC requested the Ministry of Lands to open the Bugoma 

forest boundaries with the SBFC and other stakeholders’ participation, the Ministry of Lands 

committed to re-open the Bugoma forest boundaries in 2021. Further, the Ministry of Lands 

committed to involve the SBFC, Uganda Law Society (ULS), Inter-religious Council of Uganda 

(IRCU) and the Institution of Surveyors Uganda (ISU) in the boundary re-opening exercise. 

 

By October 2021, the ministry was yet to re-open the forest boundaries prompting the SBFC 

including local communities to request for a meeting with the Minister of Lands, Hon. Judith 

Nabakooba. The meeting was held on October 29, 2021 and the minister was represented by Mr. 

Richard Jjuko, the undersecretary of the MLHUD. Other MLHUD officials at the meeting 

included Mr. Henry Opio Ogenyi, an Acting Commissioner, and others.  

 

During the meeting, the MLHUD informed the SBFC that the ministry and National Forestry 

Authority (NFA) would begin the Bugoma forest boundary re-opening exercise on November 2, 

2021. The ministry also reiterated its commitment to ensuring that key stakeholders such as the 

SBFC are involved in the boundary opening exercise. The ministry also committed to 

periodically inform the public about the boundary re-opening exercise through the media. 

 

Despite the above commitments, the Ugandan public has not been informed of the results from 

the Bugoma forest boundary re-opening exercise that took place between November 2021 and 

August 2022. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In line with Article 41 of the 1995 Uganda Constitution therefore, we are requesting the 

Ministry of Lands to avail the SBFC and the Ugandan public with a copy of the report 

from the Bugoma forest boundary re-opening exercise.  The ministry should work with the 

SBFC to organise a meeting for the Bugoma forest communities to enable presentation of the 
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report in a language the communities understand as part of accountability to host communities. 

The report will aid the SBFC and the Ugandan public to promote conservation of Bugoma forest.  

 

Any further information relating to this matter should be channeled through the SBFC 

Chairperson, Mr. Dickens Kamugisha through dkamugisha@afiego.org or the SBFC Legal 

Advisor, Mr. Bashir Twesigye through bashirtwesi@gmail.com. 

Thank you in advance for your continued co-operation. 

 

OTHER SBFC SIGNATORIES 
No  Organisation Contact Person Telephone Email Logo 

1 Africa Institute for 

Energy Governance 

(AFIEGO) 

Dickens Kamugisha +256 782407085 dkamugisha@afiego.org  

 

2 Water and Environment 

Media Network 

(WEMNET) 

Venex Watebawa +256 772362018 wemnetuganda@gmail.com  

 

3 Chimpanzee Sanctuary 

and Wildlife 

Conservation Trust 

Dr. Joshua Rukundo +256 772221539 vet@ngambaisland.org, 
conservation@ngambaisland.org  

4 National Association of 

Professional 

Environmentalists 

(NAPE) 

David Kureeba 

 

Joan Akiiza 

+256 705363302 

 

+256 782723130 

nape@nape.or.ug 

 

 

5 ECOTRUST Pauline Nantongo 

 

+256 772743562 

 

 

pnantongo@ecotrust.or.ug 

  

6 Uganda Tourism 

Association 

Richard Kawere, 

CEO 

+256 785489481 ceouta2016@gmail.com 

 

 

7 Association of Uganda 

Tour Operators (AUTO)  

Ben Ntale, 

Vice Chair 

 

+256 772151904 executive@ugandatouroperators.

org, info@apetreks.com, 

ben@apetreks.com 

 

8 Tree Talk Plus Gaster Kiyingyi +256 772 448110 gasterk@yahoo.com  

 

9 Joint Energy and 

Environment Projects 

Ruth Kiwanuka +256 772468662 ruthkisa@gmail.com,  

mailto:dkamugisha@afiego.org
mailto:bashirtwesi@gmail.com
mailto:dkamugisha@afiego.org
mailto:wemnetuganda@gmail.com
mailto:vet@ngambaisland.org
mailto:conservation@ngambaisland.org
mailto:nape@nape.or.ug
mailto:pnantongo@ecotrust.or.ug
mailto:ceouta2016@gmail.com
mailto:executive@ugandatouroperators.org
mailto:executive@ugandatouroperators.org
mailto:info@apetreks.com
mailto:ben@apetreks.com
mailto:gasterk@yahoo.com
mailto:ruthkisa@gmail.com
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(JEEP) 

 

info@jeepfolkecenter.org  

 

10 Association of the 

Scouts of Uganda 

Edison Ashaka +256 782459740 hashaka.edison@yahoo.com 

 

11 Inter-Generational 

Agenda On Climate 

Change (IGACC) 

Anywar Decimon +256 779939192/ 

+256 751225682 

desmondanywar@gmail.com 

 

 

12 Slow Food Uganda  John Wanyu +256 702543335 j.wanyu@slowfood.it 

 

13 Green Climate 

Campaign for Africa 

Timothy Mugerwa +256 758752896 timothy.mugerwa@gmail.com 

 

 

14 Citizens’ Concern Africa 

(CICOA) 

Sam Mucunguzi  +256 782562098 Samzoo2014@gmail.com,  

Sam.mucunguzi@citizensconcern

africa.org  

 

15 Civic Response on 

Environment and 

Development (CRED) 

Bashir Twesigye +256 701065011 bashirtwesi@gmail.com  

 

16 Environmental Alert Joshua Zake  +256 773057488, 

+256 702160386  

joszake@gmail.com, ed@envaler

t.org  

 

17 Clean Earth Uganda Zulaika Namwanje +256 756729105 cleanearthug@gmail.com 

 

 

18 Community Restoration 

Initiative Project 

George Kibiike +256 714775058 coreipro@gmail.com 

 

mailto:info@jeepfolkecenter.org
mailto:hashaka.edison@yahoo.com
mailto:desmondanywar@gmail.com
mailto:j.wanyu@slowfood.it
mailto:timothy.mugerwa@gmail.com
mailto:Samzoo2014@gmail.com
mailto:Sam.mucunguzi@citizensconcernafrica.org
mailto:Sam.mucunguzi@citizensconcernafrica.org
mailto:bashirtwesi@gmail.com
mailto:joszake@gmail.com
mailto:ed@envalert.org
mailto:ed@envalert.org
mailto:cleanearthug@gmail.com
mailto:coreipro@gmail.com
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19 Nature Uganda Dr. Dianah Nalwanga 

Jonathan Onongo 

+256 772929626 dianah.nalwanga@natureuganda.

org, 

jonathan.onongo@natureuganda

.org 

 

 

Other defenders of Bugoma forest 

20. World Voices Uganda (WVU)  

21. Oil Refinery Residents Association (ORRA)  

22. Centre for Constitutional Governance (CCG)   

23. Twimukye Womens Organisation -Bugoma   

24. Graffen Organisation –Butimba 

25. Youth Action for Environment -Kiryandongo 

26. Center for Energy Governance   

27. African Initiative on Food security and Environment    

28. Kasese Citizens Coalition to Safeguard Biodiversity   

29. Katwe Sanitation and Clean Energy Women’s Club   

30. South Western Institute for Policy (SOWIPA)  

31. Youth for Green Communities  

 

 

Cc 

• The President, Republic of Uganda 

• The Speaker, Parliament of Uganda 

• The Prime Minister of Uganda 

• Minister of Water and Environment 

• The Chairperson, Natural Resources Committee of Parliament 

• The Executive Director, NFA 

• The Executive Director, NEMA 

• President, Uganda Law Society  

• President, Institution of Surveyors of Uganda 

• The Head of the European Union Delegation in Uganda  

 

mailto:dianah.nalwanga@natureuganda.org
mailto:dianah.nalwanga@natureuganda.org
mailto:jonathan.onongo@natureuganda.org
mailto:jonathan.onongo@natureuganda.org

