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Tourists in Murchison Falls National
Park
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.« A photo of Murchison Falls in Murchison Falls
~ National Park. The falls will be destroyed if a dam
is constructed at the Uhuru or Murchison Falls.
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Editorial

Welcome to our November newsletter!
This month, government announced
some unfortunate news. Government told
Ugandans that the proposal to conduct
a feasibility study before development of
a 360mw-dam at Uhuru Falls had been
approved by cabinet.

The approval came only three months after
cabinet announced that it had instructed
the Electricity Regulatory Authority (ERA)
to halt plans for the conduct of a feasibility
study for development of a dam at
Murchison Falls. In particular, in August
2019, the Minister for Tourism, Hon. Ephraim
Kamuntu, assured Ugandans that cabinet
had instructed ERA to stop the planned
feasibility study.

Readers will recall that in June 2019, ERA
invited the public to submit comments on an
application by Bonang Power and Energy
(Pty) Ltd to conduct a feasibility study for
development of a dam at Murchison Falls.
However, only three months after
cabinet stopped the feasibility study,
the same cabinet announced that they
had approved a feasibility study to be
undertaken prior to development of a dam
at Uhuru Falls.

This has left the public wondering: which is
whiche Why is government hiding the truthe
ERA’s June 2019 call for public comments
was in respect to a feasibility study and
dam at Murchison Falls. However, today,
governmentis talking about a dam at Uhuru
Falls, which is adjacent to Murchison Falls!

Government has created confusion and
confradiction over the future of a critical
ecosystem such as the Murchison Falls
National Park landscape. This is regrettable
and unacceptable especially because
government has a constitutional obligation

to promote the right to a clean and healthy
environment as provided for under Article
39 of the 1995 Uganda Constitution.

To make matters worse, the South African
company, Bonang, which is set to conduct
the feasibility study has no known capacity
in dam construction. It also has no known
track record for environmental conservation
in addition to human, social and economic
rights protection. In the absence of such a
tfrack record and a profile of the hydropower
works that Bonang has undertaken,
Ugandans should consider Bonang a front by
corrupt middlemen who continue to cause
untold suffering to Ugandans, especially
vulnerable groups such as women, youth,
children and others.

It is noteworthy Uganda’s ecosystems and
biodiversity which are destroyed by the
corrupt have high biodiversity economic
value.The ecosystems ensure that Ugandans
earn or save frillions of shilings by doing
the following: stabilising climate, purifying
air and water, controlling soil erosion and
floods, maintaining soil fertility, atftracting
tourists, providing rich and poor households
with herbs, honey, fuel wood and others.

The Murchison Falls landscape also plays
the above roles and has a high biodiversity
economic value. A 2017 study that was
undertaken by the National Environment
Management  Authority  (NEMA)  with
support  from  the  United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) shows
that the biodiversity economic value of the
Murchison Falls landscape is over $60 billion
(UGX 114 trillion).

In our Word from AFIEGO & Partners, we
call for protection of the Murchison Falls
landscape’s biodiversity economic value
from all dangers including dams, oil and



others. Ugandans will recall that Murchison
Falls National Park hosts oil that is going to
be extracted under the Tilenga project.
Every Ugandan has a right, responsibility,
duty and obligation to reject decisions that
threaten biodiversity and livelihoods. We
must not allow our biodiversity valued at
over $60 billion to be tfraded with projects
such as dams, oil and others.

In our pictorial section, we share some of
the activities we implemented this month.
For instance, we facilitated two hearings
of the case in which youth and civil
society organisations (CSOs) want court
to stop NEMA and the Petroleum Authority
of Uganda (PAU) from implementing
the Tilenga oil project's Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) certificate. The
EIA certificate was issued in violation of
Ugandan laws and internatfional best
practices.

In addition, we equipped communities
with  knowledge and skills to monitor
implementation of the Land Acquisition
and Resettlement Framework (LARF), the
Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) report for
the East African Crude QOil Pipeline (EACOP)
project and conditions of the Tilenga EIA
certificate of approval. The LARF and RAP
are key documents being used in the land
acquisition processes for the EACOP project
in ten districts in Uganda.

Further, we supported CSOs from the
DRC to empower communities around
Lake Albert in the DRC with knowledge
of oil impacts on the environment and
livelihoods. This was done through
community sensitisation meetings and film
screenings. As a result of the skills gained,
the DRC communities petitioned Uganda'’s
NEMA to ensure that the environment and
livelihoods of local communities in the DRC

are protected. The Tilenga, Kingfisher and
EACORP oil projects will have transboundary
impacts as is indicated in the respective
projects’ Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment (ESIA) reports. These impacts
will affect communities in the DRC.

Furthermore, our staff undertook media
engagements in the United States (U.S.)
to lobby for support for the court case
which CSOs from France and Uganda filed
against Total E&P Uganda in France. The
CSOs accuse Total of failing to adequately
protect communities and the environment
from the dangers posed by their Tilenga
and EACOP oil projects.

In our lobbying sectfion, we share some
of the lobbying activities we undertook
this month. For instance, we wrote to the
president asking him to publically commit
that no dam will be built at the Murchison
Falls. Further, as indicated above, we
supported communities from the DRC
to petition NEMA to demand that the
authority does not make a decision on
the Kingfisher and EACOP oil projects’ ESIA
reports without consulting them.

In addition, with 13 other CSOs, we issued a
communique calling on NEMA to fill gaps in
the 2019 draft ESIA regulations.

Finally, in our in the media section, we
share some of the 12 newspaper articles
that were written by our staff and partners
this month. The articles were published by
leading media houses in Uganda

We hope you enjoy the newsletter.

Editorial team:

1. Diana Nabiruma
2, Sandra Atusinguza
3. Balach Bakundane
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MURCHISON FALLS NATIONAL PARK, OIL ACTIVITIES & THE PROPOSED
HYDROPOWER DAM: A CASE OF IMPUNITY, GREED AND CORRUPTION MEETING

When commercial quantities of oil were
discoveredin Ugandain 2006, the president
and his government assured Ugandans of
miracles. They said that oil would transform
the lives of citizens. They promised that oil
would help citizens to overcome poverty
as the sector would employ locals and
Ugandan companies would supply it with
goods and services.

Government also promised that income
from the oil sector would be invested in
infrastructure and would improve citizens’
access to good transport, education and
other services necessary for a dignified life.
Citizens celebrated this news and lived in
anficipation of the benefits of ail.

However, what the president and his
government did not tell Ugandans is that
environmental costs would arise due to
oil production in Uganda. This is especially
because the country’s estimated 6.5 billion
barrels of oil are located in the Albertine
Graben.

The Graben hosts 70% of Uganda’s
protected areas including national parks
and game reserves among others. The
Albertine Graben also hosts lakes, rivers,
wetlands, central forest reserves and others
that are critical for Ugandans’ wellbeing.

Over time, the Ugandan government has
putinplace lawsincluding the 2008 Nationall
Oil and Gas policy, the 2013 upstream and
midstream oil laws, the 2015 downstream
law, the 2018 local content policy and the
2019 National Environmental Act. They have
also put in place numerous regulations.

All  these are aimed at promoting
environmental conservation, transparency,

accountability and other aspects of good
governance which would supposedly
enable Ugandans to enjoy the perceived
benefits of oil.

Unfortunately, despite the above laws and
promises, oil sector activities continue to
run amidst secrecy and several things are
going wrong including:

* QOil agreements remain secret;

* Ministers sign tax exemptions without
reading agreements;

e Oil companies refuse to pay assessed
taxes;

» Government misuses oil revenues in
disregard of national laws;

* Resettlement Action plans (RAPSs) reports
continue to be implemented before
approval of ESIA reports and;

* NEMA continues to approve ESIA reports
and issue EIA certificates of approval in
absence of complete mitigation plans that
would help to avoid or mitigate oil dangers
on biodiversity and others.

ENTER A HYDROPOWER DAM

Before the above problems are addressed,
cabinet has approved a feasibility study for
a dam in the Murchison Falls landscape.

The study for the said dam is coming at
a time when Uganda Natfional Roads
Authority (UNRA) and private companies
are constructing a huge permanent road
through Murchison Falls National Park and
Budongo Central Forest reserve.

Currently, there is no indication that the
road developer conducted and NEMA
approved an ESIA report for the road. On
the other hand, oil companies are denying
that they need a road in the park. UNRA




itself is not teling Ugandans whether the
said permanent road is intended to aid
movement of elephants, loins and other
animals or it is needed for poachers.

Itis also noteworthy that oil will be extracted
from Murchison Falls National Park under
the Tilenga oil project.

In the face of the threats of oil and roads
camethecabinetapprovalforthe feasibility
study for a dam. While cabinet announced
approval of a feasibility study for a dam
at Uhuru falls, ERA —-the only independent
powerregulatorin the country- announced
and invited Ugandans to make comments
on an application by Bonang Power and
Energy (Pty) Ltd for a feasibility study for a
dam at Murchison Falls.

The decision to approve the feasibility
study and contradictions between cabinet
and ERA demonstrate the high levels
of impunity, greed and corruption that
confinue to undermine good governance
in the country.

Yet without good governance in the form
of good leadership, strong institutions,
respect for laws and respect for citizens’
rights to a clean and healthy environment,
dams and oil will destroy our country as
seen in oil-producing countries such as
Nigeria, Angola, Chad, Equatorial Guinea
and others.

WHO IS BONANG?

Ugandans must ask ERA and the entire
government fo explain why Bonang
is committed invest in a project that
will destroy our iconic falls and expose
Murchison Falls Natfional Park to more
destruction. As earlier noted, the park is
already under stress from oil activities and
road infrastructure.

As CSOs, we view Bonang as the epitome
of environmental, economic and political
corruption. How can government deal with
a company that does not have any clear
record of competence in dam construction?
A search on Bonang fails to show the
hydropower projects that the company
has undertaken. The company’s physical
location is also sketchy. The address it listed
onits website, before the welbsite was pulled
down, belongs to Rosebank Central Office
station, a co-working space.

A company search also shows that Bonang
was registered in 2014 in South Africa. In April
2016, the company was de-registered due
to failure to file annual returns. The company
was re-registered in December 2017 and it
filed returns on June 26, 2019.

This makes one ask: What is the company’s
financial record and ability fo meet its tax
obligationse Further, what is the company’s
track record in meeting environmental and
human rights obligations while delivering
dams in critical biodiversity areas and
otherse

Like Eutaw, the fictitious company that was
unearthed in the 2014 Katosi road scandal,
Bonang is likely a fictitious company and is a
front for some people who may be planning
to cheat taxpayers’ money.

ECONOMIC VALUE OF MURCHISON FALLS
LANDSCAPE

The Murchison Falls landscape that Bonang
and government want to destroy has a high
biodiversity economic value of $60 billion
(UGX 114 ftrillion). This was ascertained in
July 2017 when NEMA produced a report,
Economic valuation of protected areas in
Uganda: A case study of Murchison Falls
conservation area and Budongo central
forest reserve.



The report was produced with support from
UNDP and through it, NEMA clearly indicates
that any degradation of the Murchison Falls
Coonservation area and Budongo forest will
result info loss of the biodiversity values of
the two ecosystems. Ugandans must stand
up to protect these values for the present
and future generations. No one should
be allowed to risk them with dangerous
activities of dams and oil.

Below is a table highlighting the economic
value of the biodiversity of the Murchison

Falls and Budongo landscapes.

Table highlighting the biodiversity value of
the Murchison and Budongo landscapes

Table 1: Value of Ecosystem Services and products m MFCBEC

Ecosystem products servicas Valna of the servica’product (Ushs)
Value of tiber siock 14 bulhon

Non-tmber products (maily wood) 481 llon per yr
Non-wood Forest products 5425 lliem per .
Mediemal and pharmacentical value 2.1 bilhion per yr

Sol erosion confrol 1321 blhom per year
Tounsm vale 1104 billon m 2008
Carbon sequestration and storage value 3.75 bilhion per yr
Option, bequest and exstence value 304 tnllion

Relocation and rehabilitafion value 114438 mlhon
Watershed protection and cafchment services | 26.5 bulhons
Research and education 47T million

Costs to the commumty 2.5 billion per vt
Opportumty  costs for  MFCA  (hwestock | 4.8 bullion per yr
imsbandry)

Oppartunty costs for BCFR (mmgarcane option) | 20.4 blhion peryr
Income of the MFCA 2 2 ullion (2008)

(il reserve Value not vet established

VALUE OF DAMS AND OIL

Ugandans must  ask themselves and
government: What is the value of dams or
oilz Since 2001 when government completed
construction of Kira dam and renovation
of the Owen Falls Dam with a combined
capacity of 380mw from the previous 60mw,

government assured and promised Ugandans
to end energy poverty in the country.

Later, in 2012 when the 250mw Bujagali dam
was commissioned, the president declared
that Ugandans would enjoy affordable
power. To date, we also have Isimba dam of
183mw and the Karuma dam of 600mw will
soon be added to the grid. Unfortunately,
all these dams have not helped Ugandans
to enjoy the promised benefits of accessible
and affordable power.

Currently, while government is proudly talking
of excess power of over 500mw, only over
20% of Ugandans have access to power and
of these, over 90% still rely on biomass to meet
their domestic energy needs for cooking,
heating and others.

How about oile What is its value when
compared to conservation? It is estimated
that the annual revenue that will be got from
Uganda'’s oil is $2 billion per year for the next
20 to 30 years. Uganda could therefore earn
$60 billion over 30 years of oil production.

However, before it earns USD40 Dbillion, it
must borrow and invest between $15 and 20
billion in addition to the over USD 3.5 billion
recoverable costs that have already spent by
oil companies in oil exploration. It is therefore
clear that our biodiversity is of greater value
than oil, dams or other proposed dangerous
activities.

RECOMMENDATIONS
What should be done?¢

To protectand conserve Murchison and Uhuru
falls against degradation, we recommend
the following:

i. The planned feasibility study, whether it is
meant for a dam at Murchison falls or Uhuru
falls or even any other part of the park, must



be stopped by government.

i. In addition, ERA should make public
the full details of Bonang and all other
companies that want to conduct a
feasibility study for development of a
dam at the Murchison or Uhuru Falls.
What are the companies’ track records in
construction of damse What are their frack
records in environmental conservation
and protection of human rightse

ii. Further, government should urgently
organise a people’s public hearing or
dialogue to discuss how to safeguard
Murchison Falls  National Park from
the current and future dangers of
degradation.

iv. In addition, in view of the fact that oil
activities have opened our protected
areas to dangerous activities such as
dams, roads and others, no oil activities
should ever again be allowed in critical
biodiversity such as Queen Elizabeth

National Park, Lake Edward and others.

Just this month, a delegation from Ministry of
Energy, PAU and the Uganda National Oil
Company (UNOC) participated in the Africa
Oil week in South Africa.

The objective of their participation was to
popularise the five oil blocks that the Ugandan
government put up for bidding in May 2019.
Among these blocks is Ngaiji oil Block which
covers parts of Queen Elizabeth national
park, a UNESCO-listed Human and Biosphere
Reserve, and Lake Edward, a UNESCO-listed
Ramsar site. No oil activities should be allowed
in these areas.

v. Finally, CSOs should work with other relevant
stakeholders to mobilise and sensitise citizens
about the dangers of the feasibility study
for a dam at the Murchison Falls or Uhuru
falls. Informed citizens will hold government
accountable andstrongly oppose the pending
damaging projects.

By AFIEGO and CSO partners




Pictorial of our activities

AFIEGO EQUIPS COMMUNITIES TO MONITOR IMPLEMENTATION OF LARF, RAPS AND TILENGA EIA
CERTIFICATE CONDITIONS

Between November 5 and 10, 2019, AFIEGO organised
five community sensitisation meetings in the districts
of Buliisa, Hoima and Kikuube that are affected
by the EACOP, Tilenga and Kingfisher oil projects.

The objective of the meetings in Hoima and Kikuube
was to equip communities with knowledge and skills
to monitor implementation of the Land Acquisition
and Resettlement Framework (LARF) in addition
to the Resettlement Action Plans (RAP) that is
being used to acquire land for the EACOP project.
AFIEGO also sensitised the communities in Buliisa,
Hoima and Kikuube to monitor implementation
of the Tilenga EIA certificate conditions.

AFIEGO will continue to mobilise and sensitise
communities in all the districts that are affected by oil
projects including the ten districts that are affected by
the EACOP to promote environmental conservation
and community livelihoods amidst oil threats.

AFIEGO FACILITATES CSOS AND YOUTH IN CASE HEARING ON CANCELLATION OF TILENGA EIA
CERTIFICATE

On November 5 and 20, 2019, AFIEGO supported
hearing of the court case through which youth under
the Guild Presidents’ Forum on Governance (GPFOG)
and CSOs want the Tilenga oil project’s Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) cerlificate of approval to be
cancelled.

The CSOs and youth argue that NEMA and PAU violated
laws, procedures and principles of natural justice
during the public review process of the Tilenga ESIA
report in November 2018.

They argue that the above violations could not
have allowed NEMA to make the best decision to
promote environmental conservation and community
livelihoods amidst oil threats.

NEMA awarded the Tilenga project developers with an
EIA certificate of approval in April 2019 and the youth
in addition to CSOs’ court case was filed in May 2019.

The case is ongoing and the youth’s lawyer is set to
cross examine NEMA'’s witness as a means of having
his key evidence being thrown out by court.




AFIEGO STRENGTHENS DRC STAKEHOLDERS' UNDERSATNDING OF OIL IMPACTS

Between Octoberand November 2019, AFIEGO supported
leaders of civil society organisations (CSOs) and fisherfolk
from the DRC to sensitise communities in the DRC on the
environmental and livelihood impacts of oil.

Communities in the DRC that live around Lake Albert are
going to be affected by oil activities on Lake Albert in
Uganda. However, the communities’ awareness of the
impacts oil activities in Uganda would have on them was
limited.

AFIEGO supported the above-mentioned leaders in
addition to communities from the DRC to learn about oil
impacts through exchange learning visits to Uganda,
community sensitisation meetings and film screenings.

It is hoped that the lessons gained will be used to
safeguard the environment and community livelihoods
amidst oil threats.

In the photo at the top are communities in the DRC during
a sensilisation meeting and film screening in the Ituri
region.

In the photo at the bottom are partners from the DRC,
AFIEGO staff and youth champions after a film screening
in Kampala.

AFIEGO SUPPORTS DRC STAKEHOLDERS TO MOBILISE THE PUBLIC FOR INVOLVEMENT OF DRC
CROSS-BORDER COMMUNITIES IN UGANDA'S OIL SECTOR
In October 2019, AFIEGO supported partners
including leaders of CSOs and fisherfolk from the
DRC to engage the media and Ugandan public
through a radio talkshow.

The objective of the radio talkshow was to mobilise

the media and the Ugandan public to lobby the
: _ o Ugandan government to involve cross-border
© AFIEGO — communities living on the shores of Lake Albert in

the DRC in oil exploitation processes in Uganda.

In the pictures are AFIEGO staff and CSOs partners
from the DRC during the media engagements at
Spice FM in Hoima district.

© ABECaE =




AFIEGO STRENGTHENS CLEAN ENERGY CHAMPIONS’ UNDERSATNDING OF OIL IMPACTS AS WITNESSED
IN ECUADOR AND U.S.

On November 12, 2019, AFIEGO organised a
film screening for university youth and clean
energy champions from Kasese.

The film screening raised the youth and
clean energy champions’ awareness of oil
impacts on the environment and community
livelihoods.

The film screenings also strengthened the
youth and women champions’ lobby and
advocacy skills.

The films that were showed were shot in
Ecuador, U.S. and Uganda.

In the pictures are the university youth, clean
energy champions from Kasese and Kikuube
in addition to AFIEGO staff.

AFIEGO MOBILISES PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR COURT CASE AGAINST TOTAL

In October 2019, AFIEGO staff participated
in media engagements in the United States
(U.s.).

AFIEGO used the media engagements to raise
public awareness and mobilise public support
for the court case which CSOs in Uganda and
France brought against Total.

In the case, the CSOs accuse Total of failing
to put in place adequate measures to protect
communities and the environment from the
threats of its Tilenga oil projects.

In the pictures is AFIEGO’s Ms. Diana Nabiruma
during media engagements at Voice of
America (VOA).
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Lobbying

This month, AFIEGO and 19 CSOs wrote to the president requesting him to publically commit that no dam
will be built at the Murchison Falls.

Further, AFIEGO supported 23 CSOs from the DRC to petition NEMA to involve cross-border communities in
oil activities in Uganda.

AFIEGO also issued a communique through which 14 CSOs called on NEMA to address gaps in the 2019
draft ESIA regulations.

In addition, AFIEGO and GPFOG issued a press statement that highlighted the outcomes of the third hearing
of the court case in which CSOs and youth want the Tilenga EIA certificate of approval to be cancelled.

November 8. 2019

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Kampala, Uganda

ISAAC G. NTUUJU ISSUED

On Tuesday November 5. 2019, court heard the case through which civil society
organisafions (C50s) and youth under the Guild Presidents’ Farum on Governance
(GPFOG) want the & impact (E1A] i of for
the Tilenga il project to be cancelled.

The hearing tock place at the Kampala High Court and this was the third time that the
court case was being heard.

During the hearing. the presiding judge, Justice Henrefla Walaye, nuled that GRFOG's
Iowyar should cross examine Mr. koac G. NU. Mr. Niuju i the Principal
Envirenmental Inspector on O and Gas at the National Envirenment Management
Authority (NEMA).

He swore on affidavit on NEMA's behall through which he denisd that NEMA violated
lows and committed procedural imegulariies during the November 2018 public
hearings on the Envienmenial and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) repert for the
Tilenga project.

"NEMA's affidavit 5 couched in unfruths and we are going o use the cross
examinafion of Mr. Niuju o disqualify if. We strongly believe thal afler the cross-
axamination, Mr. Niujju's affidavit wil ba considerad baseless and will ba rejsctad by
the High Court.

When this s done. NEMA wan't have evidence to show that it did nat viclate the law
during the public hearings on the Tiengao oil praject’s ESIA" Mr. Allan Bariyo, the
youth's lawyer. said after the hearing.

Mr. Ntulju Ts the only witness that swore an affidavit on NEMA's behalf. Quashing his
evidence that was presented through the affidavit would help C50s and youth win
their cases.

Noweriber 18,2008 |
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Navemosr 21, 2019

AFIEGO AND PARTNER CSOS" COMMUNIQUE CALLING ON NEMA TO ADDRESS GAPS IN
2019 DRAFT ESIA REGULATIONS

1. Infroduction

On Novernber 20, 2019, Afiica Inslitute for Energy Governance [AFIEGO) and our
partner civl society erganisalions (CS0s) organised a meeling fo discuss gaps in the
2019 draft Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) rogulations.

The drall ESIA regulalions were developed by the Naticnal Environment Management
Autherity [NEMA} in line with Section 178(2] (<) of the 2019 Naticnal Envirenment Act.
The section requires the Minister for Water and ant to

including these covering Envi and Social NEMA acted on
behalt of the Minister of Water and Environment o develop the regulations.

The 2019 craff regulations will repeal the 1998 Environmantal Impact Assessmant (EIA}
regulations which do not conform to the 2019 National Environment Act that
introduced new ospects such as ESIA.

The Navember 20, 2019 meefing that was orgenised by AFIEGO and our partners was
attended by 14 CSOs and Community Based Organisations (CRBOs) working to
promate envirsnmental conservation amidst oil threats.,

The CSOs and CBOs included AFIEGO. World Voices Liganda (WVU), Cenire for
Constitutional Govemance [CCG) and Guid Presidents’ Forum on Ol Govemance
(GPFOG). They also included Graen Orgarisation Afiica (GOA}, National Association
of Protessional Envronmentalists (NAPE) and Ofl Refinery Residents Association (ORRA)

among olhers.

During the mestfing, the participants thanked NEMA for developing the draft ESIA
regulations. They nefed that findlising and putling the regulations in place to support
implementation of lhe 2019 Nalional Environment Act is long overdue.

O/Ref: ... DYCOPERA / 011/2019

MNovember 25,2019
Bunia

The Executive Director,
National Envi ity (NEMA),
Kampala (U).

RE: Objectiontoo il exploita tion activitieso n Lake Albert

Dear Sir/Madame,
1. We, environmental and human rights civil society organisations [Csﬂs] from the
lic of Congo (DRC), press our objection
Lake Albert in Uganda. We are doing
will 1on of the lake and the of

2. As you are well aware sir/madame, over 100,000 households in the DRC rely on Lake
Albert to meet their water needs. In addition. over 20,000 fishers in the DRC depend on
Lake Albert to make a living from fishing, The lake is the life source for the sbove
households and fishers. However, this life source is threatened by oil activities under the
Tilenga, Kingfisher and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) projects in Uganda.

3. Indeed, cognizant of the threats of the above projects, the Ugandan government ensured
that the Tilenga, Kingfisher and EACOP oil projects’ developers conducted Environmental
and Social Impact Assessments (ESIAs) that would show how the projects’ developers
would avoid, minimise or mitigate the dangers the projects posed.

4. Thereafter, in 2018 and 2019, NEMA undertook public consultations on the ESIA reports
for the Tilenga, EACH NEMAheld publi




In the media

This month, staff and research associates wrote over 12 newspaper articles which were published in
the leading newspapers including the New Vision and Daily Monitor. Some of the published articles|

are captured below.
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‘\Channel clean energy drive through educaﬁorr A

EDITOR: The Government has over the past
10 years embarked on investing in the energy
sector with the aim of increasing access to
electricity to Ugandans.

The 2019/2020 national budget, under the

tion for job creation and.
M}»Ww largely moored on the long-
term goal of elevating the country to a middle-
income status through the implementation of
the Vision 2040 programme.

E.lyctrinlly access remains the key engine for
economic development, which is critical if the
wo%uy is to achieve middle-income status by
2040.

The path to becoming a middle-income
nation means increased demand for energy in
ordenc achieve Goal 7 (affordable and dlean

) and Sustainable Development Goals
(S ) 13 climate action).
amrlmg to the Uganda Bureau
of Statistics, electricity access still remains
low, with only 21.6% of the population
having access to electricity and 90% of rural
communities relymg on biomass for their
cooktng, lighting and heating,
Therefore, investing in renewable energy
will promote the concept of sustainable
development.

;{rwg fo donmine £ oved favsilesd b

in our future.

Incorporating renewable energy and
sustainable development into d:ﬂ‘c:em SECtors,
such as health and education, will enableus
to hamness young minds and prepare them to

nisa!sunmpommmmweengagethe discovery of large oil reserves
young people in the pursuit of i Uuﬂmﬂa in zous led toh
development and climate action. The bl Dot A e st 1
Government should demonstrate ﬁ::h " undeniable that oil fuels 1he grubar
commitment to playing a leading economy. Due to the enormous
the clean energy transition and to adopt a financial resources that can accrus
sustainable development model. ¢ m&‘:}m he d'”m o =i

It should be made part of the educational Ll ;"’Dmg“’d iy
system. Working with the education ministry, of the United Nations Conference an
the Government can inspire youth to support Trade and Develupmsrﬁ.iwaumple
the action agenda and develnp a mudzl ur stated that extractive activities, in-

el Aot cabe 1d be ot smm\ /and enﬁv:mnmml ‘ufuﬂ o
because when we invest in our yuu!h we invest brought high hopes and expectations,

estation, ero: ion and

tocitizens as well as revenue, this
drearn remains illusory as the explo-
ration of the oil resources can lead to
the degradation of the environment:
which can take many years to restore,

of waterways.
The wodd*

Ilisnnmnwatmmuinuslgqadm x
facilitata aceess to a range of global
-and national data ldyers, such as
protected area boundaries, biological
information about habitat and spe-
cies diversity indices, and key areas
ﬁnrblodimmy which can be useful
fwmse:mhandmﬁcn p!ﬂr\—

ning purposes.

Thn{mlisﬁﬂermuitufanmnd-
breaking work and conservation par
nesship among BirdLife International,
Conservation International, and
International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature and UN Environment
World Conservation Munimﬁng
Centre. Th

the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), agreed on a set of 20 targets
1o help stop the loss, reduce the pres-

adiverse set of data providers, users
and funders in government, business -
and civil soclety from more than 200

become environmental stewards. : : Des; mt:lfmstmngmmprw(dem- sm i and improve the state of countrias.

Therefore, renewable energy is a key solution vironmental mitigation measuras. gl indiversity. These were known So. with Uganda's oil devel
1o climate change and an enabler o];ey b\oﬂl\re?n}‘t;ansewaﬁnnfuruﬂmﬁvf- ‘as the Aichi Biodiversity Targets set | ments in the Aib’ﬂngmbb;h:»
energy access. It s also a conributar io UN's | contines mdlﬁamﬁﬂmtﬂn alarming: mmm them, gwem— :ffx: mnzﬁm:fnﬂ:m <
2030 SDGs, such as good health and wellbeing, | ate, Whilo oil devel | mer " | mammals, 50 per cont of birds and
quality (SDG 4) and su b
economic DG 8). thmmhm‘mﬂv'nanem they. mﬂ'S“‘ﬂtshowmupsardspaml and plants; itis critical that we amm-

data, includ ofne- | phasise the biodi-
Patrick Edema B mmmm including soil, Hnnal pamsmj
e s _airand: habitat r l *=of Patrick Edema,
[ Research Associate AFIEGO | W_ n fon,defor- | One such 4 i L.com

with sensiti

EDITOR: For the last six months, the
media has been reporting about many
oil activities that will take place in
sensitive ecosystems. The ecosystems
include Murchison Falls National
' Park, wetlands and rivers, such as Kafu

between Hoima and Kibaale, Katonga
in Gombe and Sembahule chstrlcts

S S i i

Oil activities shouldn't ta.mper/\
ve ecosystems

rain formation and they flow into big
lakes, such as Victoria, which is shared
by neighbouring countries.

These sensitive ecosystems are under
threat because of oil activities, including
the EACOP project, oil roads and feeder
pipelines.

It should be noted that the massive

of these

Gomba, as well as Wambabya in Hoima,
where the East African Crude Oil Pipe
Line (EACOP) will pass.
However, oil activities should not
tamper with sensitive ecosystems that
t are vital for the survival of resid

is bound to result in climatic changes
and the reduction of animal species due
to the destruction of their breeding sites.
In addition, the noise in park will lead to
lhe mjgraﬁon of the animals.

the pipeli d to

and the country at large. For instance,
Murchison Falls National Park is a home
10 many species of mammals, including
buffaloes, elephants, leopards and lions.
All these contribute to both the income
of the country and the local people,
lhmugh creation of employment and

tourism,

Wetlands and rivers should not
be disturbed because they provide
watéer and are home to reptiles and

hibians. th in
9110 1154 1:?dmnn< e_yhelp

PReseach Associate AFIEGO

be huned under the water could lead to
water contamination in case of oil spills,

_which may threaten aguatic life and lead
reaks.

to disease outh:

Therefore, I call upon the National
Environment Management Authority
(NEMA) to be vigilant and not to allow
the and ies involved in
oil projects to compromise the survival

Ugandashouldleam impact of ol ctitis fromothers

On Noverber 15, the youth champl-
ons on envionmentalconsenvation
fromdifferent universities n Uganda got
anopportunity o wtch a fim soreening
theimpactof o on the environment and

- commntyliethoods. Weweremorg

then 20 youth whose goal s to promote
environmentalconsenvation.

The fimscreening that was shat
from Ecuador, changed our perception

thatol actities would beaa blessingto

the country, From the fim we watched,
Ecuadorstarted ts ol developmentin
the 19605, When the ol was found,
theireoonomy improved greaty, bt now

thenationis facing thelong-temef-
fects of ol exloitation Forinstance, the
LagoAgioand Yasur rirfosts that
wergimportant ecosystems n country,
henebeen destrojed by mestors, who
cumped todc wastein the forestand
crudeol inthe Amazon Riverto thetung
of Bbllongalonsayear. <
The solwes destroyed by con-

taminafion,and the carcinogenic effects
incuded bith defects, arise mnmiscar-
fages and cancerinthelocaesidnts.
wasnot urt 20T) that Ecuador'scout
system demanded mare than $18 billon
fromthe nvestor, who fought the sut

andwon.Besides,cultures havebeen
destoyedand ther reich rime ates
intheareas where thereae il actites.

" Ugendz samong the low developng

counties i the sub-Sahara Aficaand
21 percent of the population ves below

. thepoverty ne

The govemment of Ugandais promis-
ingtheyouth jobsin the o sector But
frt it simportant that the goverment
leams fom Ecuador about thenegatie
lmpactofmlactwmes nchdngin-

Patick Edeme,
epatrickéO@gmailcom
asearch.Assoc




Upcoming events

December 5, 2019; Kampala: Public talk on renewed efforts to construct a dam at Murchison Falls

December 10, 2019; Kampala: AFIEGO Board members’ end-of-year meeting

December 16, 2019; Kampala: Fifth court case hearing on cancellation of the Tilenga oil project’s

EIA certificate

December 18, 2019; Kampala: Staff end-of-year evaluation meeting

About Africa Institute for Energy Governance
(AFIEGO)

Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO) is a public policy research
and advocacy NGO dedicated to influencing energy policies to benefit
the poor and vulnerable. Based in Kampala, Uganda, the organisation was
born out of the need to contribute to efforts to turn Africa's energy potential
into reality and to ensure that the common man and woman benefits from
this energy boom. Through lobbying, research and community education,
AFIEGO works with communities and leaders to ensure that energy resources
are utilised in a way that promotes equitable development, environmental
conservation and respect for human rights.

Our Vision
A society that equitably uses energy resources for socio-economic
development

Our Mission
To promote energy policies that benefit poor and vulnerable communities




