ZENERGI

AF1EG OfsaM o nitnH AN ERVEY !

I

July 2021; Issue 7

PROPOSED LAND ACQUISITION AMENDMENTS: LAWS MUST PROTECT PROJECT-
AFFECTED COMMUNITIES

AFIEGO staff and members of a community taskforce that was formed in April 2021 at
Nyairongo village in Kikuube district. The taskforce’s role is to defend Bugoma forest
and communities from land grabbers.

Government’s proposed amendments to land acquisition laws should protect
communities.
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Editorial

Dear reader, permit us fo tell you a story
that happened in April 2021. This story is
related to a huge debate that is ongoing
in the country foday: that of the Ugandan
government’s proposal to amend land
laws. On to the story.

On April 30, 2021, the Masindi High Court
made a ruling with huge implications for
all land owners in Uganda.

In a case that pitted the mighty
government against over nine poor
people or families from the oil-rich
Buliisa district, court ruled in favour of
government.

On that black Friday of April 30, 2021,
court ruled that the aforementioned
Buliisa households who had stood their
ground and had rejected the low and
unfair compensation that was being
given to them so that their land could be
compulsorily acquired for the Tilenga oll
project would have to accept it.

Court ruled that government could
deposit the rejected compensation in
courtandthatthe familieshad up to three
months to pick the said compensation.

Further, court ruled that the poor families
had to vacate their land for government
to take possession. Court also absolved
government of any liabilities.

This decision had its origins in the rejected
2017 Constitutional (Amendment) Bill
number 13 that was tabled before
parliament on July 13, 2017 by the-
then deputy Attorney General, Hon.
Mwesigwa Rukutana.

Through the proposed amendments
which were roundly rejected by the

public and parliament and were dropped
by cabinet in 2018, government sought
to give itself powers to compulsorily
acquire cifizens' private property prior to
prompt payment of fair and adequate
compensation in case of disputes.

Government proposed that the disputed
compensation would be deposited in
court as government took possession
of citizens’ land and implemented the
projects for which the land was required.

In effect, the 2017 amendments intended
to remove the current constitutional
protection which provides that in
all cases, government can apply its
powers of compulsory land acquisition
or take possession of private land ONLY
after payment of fair and adequate
compensation to the affected persons.

The unfair 2017 proposed amendments
are still fresh in Ugandans’ minds. Sois the
ruling against the Buliisa Tilenga oil PAPs.

Amidst the above, this month, on July
16, 2021, Uganda’s Prime Minister, Rft.
Hon. Robinah Nabbanja, presented
government’s legislative agenda for the
next one year to parliament. Af the top
of this agenda are government plans to
amend land laws.

Away from the mailo land question which
must be addressed with the concerned
cultural leaders and all stakeholders, the
planned amendments are also aimed
at easing compulsory land acquisition
processes for public projects. Purportedly,
government is also seeking to provide a
procedure to determine what fair and
adequate compensation is.

Based on government’s il tfreatment of



the Buliisa Tilenga oil and indeed other
PAPs not to mention the rejected 2017
lond amendments, government plans to
amend compulsory land acquisition laws
are not being taken lightly. Government
is viewed as still having a selfish agenda
to acquire private land for big oil projects
such as the East African Crude Oil Pipeline
(EACOP), Tilenga, Kindfisher, oil roads,
hydropower dams and others at the
expense of Ugandans’ rights, especially
local communities.

In our Word from CEO and Partners, we
highlight the fears Ugandans have in
relation to the planned land acquisition
amendments and recommendations o
address the ongoing land rights abuses in
the country.

In our pictorial section, we bring you some
of the activities that we implemented or
participated in this month. For instance,
we partficipated in the virtual hearing
of the EACOP court case that we and
three civil society partners filed in the East
African Court of Justice (EACJ).

The case was filed against the Ugandan
as well as Tanzanian government among
others to stop the EACOP project’s
environmental, climate change, social
and other dangers.

Further, we supported Bugoma forest
communifies to send a petition fo the
president amongst other stakeholders
to stop the destruction and human
rights abuses against the Bugoma forest
communities. Over 20,000 people signed
the petition.

In addition, we supported youth clean
energy champions from Kanungu district

to organise a fiim screening and radio
talkkshow through which they sensitised
communifies on the potentialimpacts that
could arise from government’s licensing
out of Ngaqji oil block in Queen Elizabeth
National Park and Lake Edward for oil
exploration.

Further, we supported community leaders
from the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) to organise film screenings and
disseminate radio updates highlighting
communities’ fears of oil dangers as well
as their aspirations for clean energy. We
share these and other activities in the
pictorial section.

In the lobbying section, we bring you
the aforementioned Bugoma forest
communities’ petition to the president
to save the forest. We also bring you a
letter that we and our partners wrote to
the Minister of Water and Environment
requesting that government implements
the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) 2016 World Conservation
Congress (WCC) commitment to stop or
avoid infrastructural developments as well
as industrial and extractive activities in
protfected and other critical biodiversity
areas in the country.

In our in the media section, we bring you
some of the articles that were written by
staff and our partners and were published
by the media.

We hope you enjoy the newsletter.

Editorial team:
Diana Nabiruma
Rachael Amongin
Balach Bakundane



ONCE BITTEN, TWICE SHY: WHY UGANDANS ARE SCARED OF GOVERNMENT PLANS TO
AMEND LAND ACQUISITION LAWS

AFIEGO has community video footage
upon footage of oil project-affected
persons (PAPs) decrying the land rights
and other abuses that have been
meted against them by the Ugandan
government and oil companies.

The elderly, youth and even the young
have complaints. These range from the
age-old grievances of under-valuing,
under-compensating and  delaying
to compensate PAPs to bullying and
steamrolling of PAPs so that they accept
low compensation.

The PAPs’ complaints are heartbreaking,
and no doubt, land acquisition processes
must be changed to be humane and
rights-centred.

On July 16, 2021, government presented
its 2021 legislative agenda to parliament.
Among others, the Prime Minister, Rf.
Hon. Robinah Nabbanja, who presented
the agenda to parliament, informed
the August House that there was need
to amend land acquisition laws. The
amendments will enable government to
avoid delayed government projects due
to the current rigorous land acquisition
processes.

How about protecting PAPs’ rightse
Well, parliament was informed that the
amendments would provide a procedure
to determine what fair and adequate
compensation is.

Would the amendments serve PAPS’
interests considering that the lack of
definitions of what fair, prompt and
adequate compensation is has led to
disputes over the same, with government
oftentaking the dayto pay PAPs’ delayed,

inadequate and unfair compensation?

Well, before the Prime Minister's July 16,
2021 presentation before parliament,
government had on April 30, 2021 got
a controversial ruling from the Masindi
High Court. In a dispute between
government and over nine Tilenga oil
PAPs, court ruled that government has
a right to deposit the PAPs’ money into
court and take possession of the PAPS'
private land.

Through the ruling, court also directed
the Tilenga oil project-affected people
to pick the said compensation from
court within three months from the date
of the ruling. Court further exonerated
government from any liability.

The court ruling originated from a case
fled by government against over nine
Tilenga oil PAPs from Buliisa district. The
PAPs had rejected the compensation
offered by TotalEnergies for their land
in Buliisa district. The PAPs argued that
the compensation was unfair and
inadequate, contrary to Article 26 of the
1995 Uganda Constitution.

This was the first time since the
promulgation of the 1995 Uganda
Constitution that government went
to court to compel PAPs to vacate
their land before payment of fair and
adequate compensation.

The Masindi High Court ruling implies
that despite the existence of Article 26
of the Constitution, any citizen can be
displaced from his or her land before
compensation and government s
exonerated from any liability.



In  addition to the absurdities
of the above court ruling, it should
be remembered that in July 2017,
government presented before
parliament the constitutional
amendment bill No. 13 to amend Arficle

abuses characterised by land grabbing,
displacements as well as unfair,
inadequate and delayed compensation.

Other injustices include delayed justice,
unaffordable legal systems and at times,

26 of the Constitution. many including women and children
have been physically assaulted, raped
and sometimes killed in land disputes

and grabbing processes.

The bill sought to provide that in cases
where government has identified
any land for compulsory acquisition
and the owner disputes the proposed It cannot be denied that at the moment,
compensation offered, government the country is united in the call forreforms
could deposit the proposed amount in in the land acquisition laws. However,
court. where can citizens get confidence
and trust that the proposed reforms will
eliminate land injustices and not worsen

the situation?

Upon depositing the disputed amount
in court, government could proceed
to acquire and take possession of the
land. The only remedy to the owner
would be to file a court case and wait
until the case was determined.

The BulisaTilenga oilPAPs’ case, grabbing
of Bugoma forest land with government
officials’  assistance,  displacements
for sugar projects in Amuru and many
others make it difficult for citizens to trust
government.

In effect, the amendment was meant to
take away citizens’ constitutionalright to
payment of prompt, fair and adequate
compensation before any compulsory
acquisition or possession of property by
government. The amendment was also
meant to take away the right to a fair
hearing before displacement.

To restore citizens’ trust and confidence
in the proposed land acquisition reforms,
government must assure the public that
the reforms are honest and genuine with
intentions to protect citizens’ rights and
promote livelihoods.

Luckily, the amendment was roundly
rejected by citizens, parliament, local
governments,  local  communities,
religious and cultural institutions, civil
society and others. Under pressure
from the whole country, government
withdrew the bill from parliament in
September 2018.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In effect, the reforms must enhance the
benefits of Arficle 26 of the Constitution
and other relevant laws that seek to
empower Ugandans’ security of tenure.
Where compulsory land acquisition
must take place, the proposed land
reforms must provide for the following

FEARS OVER LAND ACQUISITION guarantees:
AMENDMENTS
For a long time, Ugandans and (a) The reforms should provide for

especially poor local communities protection for every citizen against losing
have suffered untold land rights his or her property before payment of fair




and adequate compensation.

(b) The reforms should define fair and
adequate compensation to include
environmental, social and economic
losses. The affected person must be
restored to a better socio-economic
and environmental position than at the
time of the proposed acquisition. Some
oil-affected communities have been
resettled in dry lands where access to
clean water is difficult and where rains
as well as fertile soils are rare.

(c) The reforms should provide
that prompt compensation means
compensation must at all times be paid
within six (6) months from the date of
assessment.

(d) The date of assessment must be
that time when government signs an
acquisition assessment agreement with
the affected persons.

(e) Further, the reforms should provide
that NO other person or entity apart
from government has powers to use
compulsory land acquisition powers
and where government delegates its
powers to developers or private entities,
government will be liable for any resulting
damage orinjury to the affected person.

(f)  Cut-off dates which are placed
on PAPs’ properties must be limited to
six months. If compensation is delayed
past the six months, the agreed
compensation must be paid with interest
at the prevailing commercial bank rates.
Disturbance allowance of 60% must also
be paid.

(9) More so, the reforms must provide
that any person who takes possession

or acquisition before payment of fair
and adequate compensation for any
private property commits an offence
and if found guilty, is liable to conviction
of 12 years and must compensate the
affected person.

(h)  Further, the reforms must clearly
provide that protected areas and areas
of crifical biodiversity can only be
acquired and land uses changed after
consent from host communities and all
interested stakeholders.

(i) Last but most importantly, the reforms
must define the concept of “public good”
as basis for compulsory acquisition to
mean projects that serve the majority of
citizens. There also must be a compulsory
multi-stakeholder committee comprised
of government, eminent elders, religious
and cultural leaders, professional
institutions, CSOs and host communities’
representatives to define what is “public
good”.

In effect, any proposed land acquisition
reforms need to strengthen the
enjoyment of citizen’s rights to property
and improve livelihoods as well as
conservation efforts.

Moreover, no compulsory land
acquisitionreforms should be undertaken
without government establishing
an  independent  multi-stakeholder
committee composed of religious and
cultural leaders, CSOs, professional
institutions, elders and government
among others to lead the process of
consulting Ugandans and compiling
their views to inform the new land
amendments.

By CEO and pariners



Pictorial of our activities

AFIEGO organised a film screening for youth
and women from the Queen Elizabeth
landscape.

The films that were screened portray the
impacts oil and gas exploitation activities
have had on the environment and
communities in various countries.

Youth and women were empowered to
defend protected areas from extractive
activities following the film screening.

© AFIEGO

AFIEGO supported and facilitated its
lawyers and partners to participate in the
virtual EACOP court case hearing at the
East African Court of Justice (EAC)).

The case hearing was aimed at asking the
EACJ for a temporary injunction to stop the
EACOP project dangers.

The Ugandan government requested for
more time to file its evidence.

East African Court of Justice

court | Registry | Documents | Decisions | News | Causelist | E-Resources | Opportunties

Applical Rom Reference No. 38 of 2020) Centie fur Food and Adequate Living Rights (CEFROHT) Limited & 3
vs. The ey General of ublic of Uganda, The Attorney General of the United Republic of Tanzania, and The Secratary Genar:
East African Community

(€3 & (4), 23, 27(1), 30, 39, 101(1), (2), 116, 120 (a), 130(1), 151(4) of the Treaty for the Establishment of the

& (3), S3(1) and B4(1) of the East African Court of Justice Rules of Procedure, 2018,

estraining the 1" and 2" Respondents from const
1% ana 2™ Respondent to provide the Applicants.
s, ana any orders the court aeemed necessary.

AFIEGO supported DRC CSO partners to
organise a film screening for fishing
communities, youth and women groups
in the Ituri province in DRC.

The targeted stakeholders were
empowered on their roles and
responsibilities in protecting natural
resources from oil dangers.

AFIEGO supported CSOs working in the
extractives sector in Uganda to compile
and submit a report to the UN Human
Rights Council to inform the assessment of
Uganda during the Universal Periodic
Review in 2022.

The objective of the CSOs’ participation in
the UPR processes is fo improve the human
rights situation in Uganda.

AFRICA INSTITUTE FOR ENERGY GOVERNANCE %’ﬂ
~ '

CINT NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS SUBMISSION TO THE
UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW (UPR) 4071 SESSION OF THE UPR WORKING
GROUP -THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL




AFIEGO supported clean energy youth and
women champions in Kanungu district to
organise a radio talkshow at Kinkizi FM.

The talk show was used to empower
communities near Queen Elizabeth
National Park on the negative impacts of oil
and gas activities on the environment and
community livelihoods.

AFIEGO supported CSO partners from DRC
to organise media engagements through
which they captured and disseminated
community aspirations for clean energy.

The community views were aired for
action by the Congolese government.




This month, AFIEGO and our partners wrote to the Minister of Water and Environment. We called on him to engage the

Ugandan government to stop infrastructural, industrial and oil activities in protected and other critical biodiversity

areas in the country. The letter is based on a 2016 commitment that IUICN members, including Uganda, made at
the IUCN World Conservation Congress.

In addition, AFIEGO and our Save Bugoma Forest Campaign partners supported communities to send a petition to
the president and other stakeholders to stop the destruction of Bugoma forest.

SAVE BUGOMA

'B‘lGDMA F‘Q*
! FOREST
ﬁc':[ I%%E??%T%E{EE?H} %ﬁa@& % PRDTECT WGANDAN CHIMPANZEES,
FOREST'LIFE MATTERS

2021 7 A 7 H

14 uly 2021

H.E. Yowert K. T, Musevent,
“The President of the Republic of Uganda,

HHWIROFEEF K. BEATK,

FHATER KX 21 RETiX. 15 RRNEBREZHEN 3 ZHE
TP R 8 AL 2 Pk B TR ARAT R H . $4T 7 RE 2 4 R AR

Kampala (L}
Your Excellency,

RE: PETITION TO STOP TIE DESTRUCION OF BUGOMA CENTRAL FPOREST

RESERVE
‘& H (EACOP) BVIT X426 25 12 E T T E k. ik, &

{128 18 54T AR 3k FEATH R T E M .

FHAVKEFAT R RAIFR I . L2 Ffig 8 (ESG) 77 W ATt
HERFSEE 7, RHEEHRATE 2020 F (A AHSFTEREY F
Fr R BB R TR Fnn AR R B A& . W FH, TRERAT
B bk s B AR IR E R B9 Sk ARAT, ROV E A BT EF A
BRI FEARAT” o M, AT A T AT EARRIEHE, RAAE
BRI PE FEAEFFHE “30.607 HAR, B LB Fu,

FATA B FATH T &Ry A, 7R AEREbEHIE
FAARUAI . Hib, RARELHAEX, BETHAT, RBHRAN
AZTUE AR, I F k5 FHAT I RAR AT 1E .

The akave refers

The uindersigned signatciiss and others nol included dus 1o space consliains take this opporluiily
1o hank vou and your sovernment [ providing leadership 1o ouwr county amidst the exisling
challenges including the COVID-19 pandemic and others. We also thank vou for your continued
etlorts to spearhaad the campaign against environmental destruction, land prabbing and other
problaims as pait ol your constitutional mandate 1© ensure oo goverianes, lanspareicy and
aceountability in the coumey.

The over 20,000 gignatories o this patition are local peeple and their leaders from gver 30
Bugoma farest hest villageslawer lacal councils (L.C.1 and L.C.2). The signataries hail fram the
districts of Kikuube and Hoima, Orther signamories include parmers to the Bugoma forest host
communitics,

M3 local communities, we live and survive on (he natural envirenment and the destruction of
Bugoma lerest is huning us. We therefors write 10 vou lay 0 express the concerns of over
50,000 local people including children, women, vourh. the elderly and others whe live in Kikuube
and Hoima districts arcund Bugoma farest,

Your Excellency, Bugoma fmesl, locaed in Kikoube districl in Buonyvoro sub-region, is being
exterminated by TToima Supar L Geilitated by the questionable aclions of seme povermment
allicials om the Minisuy ol Lands, Tlousing and Utban Development (MLITUD), National
Enviromment Managermnent Authority (NEMA), Natiomal Torestry Authorivy (NTA), the Tudiciary,

AFRICA INSTITUTE FOR ENERGY GOVERNANCE

Plot 1288. Space Centrs Buiding. Buwate Najjera P.O. Box 34913, Kampala - Uganda
Tel: +256 414 S71597. Mob: +~256 7085 cgo@anego.org, Website: www.afiego. org

Hon. Sam Cheptoris,
Minister of Water and Environment,
Kampala-Uganda.
28"/ July/2021

Dear Sir,

RE: TMPLEMENT THE 2016 WCC RECOMMENDATION-102 TO SAFEGUARD
PROTECTED AREAS FROM EXTRACTIVES

The above refers

On behalf of Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO) and the undersigned signatories,
allow me to take this opportunity to thank you for your ministry’s leadership and for coordinating
as well as hosting the International Union for Conservation of Nature (JUCN) committee members
in Uganda. We appreciate your recognition of the important conservation roles played by IUCN
and all its constituencies across the world.

AFIEGO is an incorporated public policy research and advocacy Ugandan organisation whose
main objective is to promote good energy governance to safeguard the environment and
community livelihoods. We work to protect nature and communities especially the poor and
vulnerable from the dangers of energy activities such as oil, gas and others. AFIEGO joined TUCN
in 2020.

As an IUCN member, AFIEGO appreciates the Ministry of Water and Environment’s efforts to
continue mobilising the entire country to respect and implement all TUCN’s resolutions,
recommendations and decisions in line with IUCN’s Statutes and Rules of Procedure.

The main objective of this letter is to request you to advise the Ugandan government to stop the
conduct of oil and gas activities in protected and other critical biodiversity areas in the country.

The second objective of this letter is to inform you that we plan to write a letter to the leadership
of TUCN to take action against Uganda if government fails or ignores the calls to stop oil activities
from taking place in protected areas.

This letter is based on TUCN’s 2016 World Conservation Congress (WCC) Recommendation 102
through which TUCN members including Uganda committed to and recognised previous TUCN

iL




In the media

This month, staff and research associates wrote newspaper articles which were published in the leading newspapers
including the New Vision, Daily Monitor, The Observer and EarthFinds. Some of the published articles are captured

below.

EDITOR: For several

years, Zoka Forest has been
plundered by unregulated
cutting of trees for timber
and charcoal burning, among
others. This has destroyed
more than 60% of its cover.

Bugoma Forest and Mabira
Forest being cleared for
sugarcane plantation are a tip
of the ice bag. All these have
put the forests under threat
by the sugar industries, rich
people and some government
officials carrying out human
activities.

It is noted that the clearing
of forests is likely to result
into flooding, human-animal
conflicts, climate change and
outbreak of diseases resulting
from the interactions between
the people and animals.

1 It should be noted that

; ¥ [
: ‘fbrests support ecotourism, )<

Protect Zoka Forest |

" ‘mitigate climate change effects

and support agriculture
which is the backbone of the
Uganda’s economy.

However, today, the country
has lost about 16.5% of forests
and woodland cover due to
above scenarios compounded
by corruption, ignorance and
greed, among others.

Zoka is the only natural
forest found along the swath of
the Albertine region.

Therefore , I call upon all
the stakeholders, including
the environmental Police,
district environmental officers,
National Environmental
Management Authority and
National Forestry Authority to
protect Zoka Forest Reserve
because it contributes much
to environment,people’s
livelihoods and the country’s
economy.

Invest in solar energy

t's very clear that
government has spent
alot of money in
constructing dams. And
yet, it is absurd that many
Ugandans cannot access cheap
electricity. This has contributed
to the delay of transforming our
country from a peasant society
to a competitive middle-income

country.

To my disappointment, the

“country has continuously |

borrowed more money to invest
in constructing more dams to
provide power, thereby increasing
our national debt burden.

There is urgent need to invest
in solar energy so as to promote

’adeameﬁergy

e

NEA SHOULD RESPECT NATURAL FOREST REGERVES

EDITOR: Last week, the media
reported about the local authorities
of Butambala district protesting
a move by the National Forestry
Authority (NFA) to replace the
indigenous tree in Nawandigi Forest
Reserve with exotic tree species.
This was oo bad, because the email us at Ietters@newvisiomnq
natural forest reserve surely can’t ~ or SMS: Text Letters t0 8339
be replaced by the artificial forest
and we all know that when these
eucalyptus trees grow up, they will  These include a decline in soil
be cut for timber. This means that  fertility through acidification and
10 forest will be seen again. competition, reduction in forage
NEA, which is mandated to manage  availability and a decline in the
all the central forest reserves, availability of groundwater, the trees
was cutting down the indigenous highly compete for soil nutrients with
tree species, such as Mvule, Msizi ~ other plants, it does not provide a
and Mahogany in the forest and shelter and food for native fauna,
replacing them with eucalyptus In addition, the National Forestry
trees, which are not suitable for the  Authority needs also to know that
soils and the climate for the district.  eucalyptus and wildlife do not go
The replacement of natural forest together. The natural forest is a
reserves with an artificial forestis better habitat for wildlife, therefore,
likely to happen in other forests, INFA needs to conserve the natural
which are under a big threat, These  forest reserves, such as Nawandigi,
include Bugoma and ZoKa forest Zoka, Bugoma and Mabira,
reserves and other wetlands. Itis also noted that these natural
However, the National Forestry forest reserves have got a lot of
Authority should know that the advantages on the environment
eucalyptus trees they are,replqcmg itself, people’s livelihoods and the
with the natural forest reserves country’s economy at large.
For instance, the natural forest

have adverse ecological impacts.
e s
L

reserves provide a variety of food
and shelter, which supports the
animals, oxygen, local herbs, attract
rainfall and tourists and reduces
gas emissions in the atmosphere,

NFA shouldn’t attempt to
replace natural forest reserves
like Nawandiga and others
with eucalyptus trees, which
do not contribute much to the
environment, economy and
people’s livelihoods.

The replacement of the natural
s with artificial forests will cause
to shortage of food and shelter for
animals, hence leading to human
“animal conflicts, outbreak of
diseases resulting from interaction
between the animals and people
and destruction of food crop and
others.

I call on all the natural
forest hast communities, local
leaders, the Government and all
environmentalists to ensure that
our natural forest reserves, such as
Nawandiga, Bugoma and Zoka are
not replaced by eucalyptus trees.

Paul Kato,

research associate at the African
Institute for Energy Governance.
Katop.adyeeri@gmail.com

Extend ban on plastics
to all eco system areas

ith a recorded
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other than wasting money in
the construction of dams for
hydroelectricity. Solar energy

is a flexible source of transition
energy from fossil fuels to clean
energy.

Clean energy technologies will
also improve on gender equality.
This is because women will access
enough electricity for cooking,
and other domestic use.

More so, if ene gx}ranm‘aon is
achieved, it will create 18 million
jobs by 2030. This will helpin ¢
improving the economy through
poverty eradication and mitigate
the effects of climate change. =

Solar energy is also an
alternative source of energy

‘whichcan replace current fossil - |

fuels like coal and gas.
The government should invest
more in solar energy than borrow
money to construct dams. This
can be done by providing citizens
with solar panels per household
and reduce power tariffs. People
using solar panels need to be
monitored and checked to
identify'the challenges and the
benefits they face. There is also

)(\/\/

need to increase public awareness

“on using solar energy. Moreto

that , the government should
reduce taxes and instead place
tax incentives on solar energy
accessories.

Ireen Twongirwe |

S
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Upcoming events

August 1, 2021; Hoima and Kikuube: Support Bugoma forest host communities to petition their local
leaders to join efforts to stop the ongoing destruction of Bugoma forest by Hoima Sugar Ltd

August 5, 2021; Buliisa: Field visit to meet the nine Tilenga PAPs who are appealing the Masindi High
Court ruling to stop land grabbing and illegal eviction

August 11, 2021; Kampala: Meeting with the EU on the need to save Bugoma forest from sugarcane
growing, land grabbing and other threats

August 12, 2021; Kampala: Engage the Ministry of Water and Environment on the need to comply with
IUCN recommendations and resolutions amidst oil and gas activities in Uganda

August 16, 2021; Greater Masaka: Support EACOP PAPs to petition government authorities to stop
infimidation of the EACOP PAPs

August 17, 2021; Online: Reflection meeting for IGEN-EA members

August 27, 2021; Kampala: Petitioning Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development on what must
be considered in the amendment of land acquisition laws

August 30, 2021; Kampala: Engagement with the Minister of Energy to implement the 2016 Compact
Agreement to promote renewable clean energy as a means to mitigate climate change

August 4-30, 2021: Engagements on and hearing of the EACOP case at the East African Court of Justice
(EAC))

About Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO)
Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO) is a public policy research and
advocacy organisation dedicated to influencing energy policies to benefit the poor
and vulnerable. Based in Kampala, Uganda, the organisation was born out of the need
to contribute to efforts to turn Africa’s clean energy potential into reality and to ensure
that the common man and woman benefits from this clean energy boom. Through
lobbying, research and community education, AFIEGO works with communities and
leaders to ensure that clean energy resources are utilised in a way that promotes
equitable development, environmental conservation and respect for human rights.

Our Vision
A society that equitably uses clean energy resourcesfor socio-economic development

Our Mission
To promote energy policies that benefit poor and vulnerable communities




