EACOP: IMMENSE ECONOMIC VALUE AT STAKE DUE TO PROJECT’S HUGE ENVIRONMENTAL
FOOTPRINT

A grisly image of a decapitated chimpanzee
was shared via various Ugandan WhatsApp
groups on October 25, 2022.
The people who shared the images indicated
that some households in Kagadi district in
Western Uganda had killed and eaten the
chimpanzee.
Previously, in May 2022, some community
members in Kikuube district had killed and
eaten another chimpanzee.
The species, which is classified as endangered
by the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN), is faced with a number of
threats.
Other than poaching, the species faces threats
such as habitat loss, fragmentation of habitats,
declining number of fruit trees and others.
Chimpanzees mainly live in tropical rainforests;
they may also live in woodlands and grasslands.
Uganda has the highest density of common
chimpanzees in Africa and the second highest
number in East Africa. Unfortunately, the
chimpanzee population is declining with a
recent survey showing that the species had
declined to 3,500 from over 5,000 in 2003.
Chimpanzees, which are largely found in the
Albertine Graben in Western Uganda, are
under immense pressure. Industrial as well as
oil and gas exploitation activities have put the
species at increased risk.
The East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP),
a 1,443-km pipeline that is to be built from oil
fields in Western Uganda to the port of Tanga in
Tanzania, in particular has further endangered
the species.
How so?
EACOP & CHIMPS

A chimpanzee
In 2003, researchers led by Andrew
Plumptre published a report titled, Status
of chimpanzees in Uganda. The report
showed that after Kibale National Park,
Budongo and Bugoma forests had the
second and third highest population of
chimpanzees standing at 584 and 570
respectively.
In May 2022 however, the media reported
that the population of chimpanzees
in Bugoma forest had declined to 390!
Habitat loss arising from sugarcane
growing, illegal logging, charcoal
burning and others were reported to
have caused the population decline.
Amidst the above, in their January
2019 Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment (ESIA) report for the EACOP
project, the project developers that
include TotalEnergies, China National
Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) and
the Ugandan government, indicated
that they may construct their pipeline
between Bugoma and Wambabya
forests.
Experts from the Netherlands Commission
for Environmental Assessment (NCEA)
who reviewed the ESIA at the invitation
of Uganda’s National Environment
Management
Authority
(NEMA)

indicated that construction of the EACOP
between the forests could affect the
migratory patterns of chimpanzees,
thereby
potentially
affecting
the
population viability of the apes.

Below is a table with information on only
three forest landscapes that are to be
impacted by the EACOP project; more
forest landscapes in Uganda and Tanzania
are impacted but they are not discussed in
The mitigation measures that the EACOP this article.
project developers proposed to protect
the chimps were found to be inadequate. The biodiversity therein and economic
value of these landscapes is also shown.
Yet it is not only the chimps that are under
threat because of the EACOP project.
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The Sango Bay-Minziro Ecosystem in Uganda and Tanzania.
Photo courtesy: Climate Links

CONCLUSION
Because the environmental
and biodiversity footprint of the
EACOP project will undermine
biodiversity conservation and
East African citizens’ capacity
to enjoy their livelihood and
other rights, four East African
civil
society
organisations
including Centre for Food
and Adequate Living Rights
(CEFROHT)-Uganda,
Africa
Institute for Energy Governance

(AFIEGO)-Uganda,
Natural
JusticeKenya and Centre for Strategic LitigationTanzania filed a court case seeking both
temporary and permanent injunctions
against the EACOP project.
Other reasons showing why the court
case was filed can be read in this
factsheet.
The case is set to be heard in Kampala
on November 11, 2022.
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